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Leash up.
Even the friendliest dogs must be leashed in public spaces. Unless you’re in a designated off-leash area, have your dog on a fixed-
length leash that’s short enough to keep him close.

Be respectful of others. 
Not everyone is a dog person (gasp!). Some are afraid, some are allergic, and some may not feel like being greeted with wet kisses. 
If someone wants to pet your dog, they’ll ask. Same goes for canine interactions. Ask permission from other walkers before allowing 
a meet-and-greet.

Ditch the distractions. 
Fixating on your phone isn’t only unsafe; it takes away from the bonding experience with your four-legged friend.

Keep paws off private property.
Be considerate of flower beds, bushes, gardens, mailboxes, lawn decorations and 

garbage cans. Encourage your pup to eliminate on the curb or the strip of grass 
between the street and sidewalk.

Scoop poop.
No, it’s not fertilizer. Not only is it gross, it can carry diseases that can 

infect other dogs. Be a good neighbor, bring along a few disposable 
bags, and clean up after your pup.

Stay off hot pavement.
Paw pads can burn and blister in a matter of minutes. Here’s the test: place 

your bare hand or foot on the surface for 5 seconds. If you can’t handle 
the heat, neither can your dog. Try dog shoes or booties, or walk early 

in the morning or later at night when it’s cooler.

Hydrate, hydrate, hydrate. 
Imagine how you’d feel wearing a fur coat in the summer! 

Dogs can suffer from dehydration and heat exhaustion just as 
we do. Carry an insulated water bottle and collapsible bowl 

wherever you go.

Remember service dog 
etiquette. 
Service dogs are working dogs who are doing special jobs 

for their human partners: keeping them safe. Do not ap-
proach, pet, or distract a dog who is wearing a harness.

Bring treats.
There may be a scenario you didn’t anticipate. Would your dog chase after 

a rabbit, a cyclist or a runner? Having treats on hand can provide a positive 
distraction before a negative encounter.
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